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his Jet Pump and Intermittent Reservoir, and was one of  the judges.   The exhibition was a great success.
Meanwhile Sir William Thomson was passing through a period of great anxiety.    His wife had a serious illness soon after her marriage and had suffered much from that time onwards.    She became much more ill in the spring of 1870, and on the 17th of Juue died at Largs, surrounded by her much loved sisters and brothers.    Her death left a blank in her husband's life which could not easily be filled.    He threw himself into his work with, if possible, greater concentration than ever, and the letters that pass.ed between the brothers for the next few years are full of descriptions of the syphon recorder or designs for the new telegraph ship Hooper.    But before this interesting vessel had been fully planned, Sir William had found at Cowes and bought his yacht, the Lalla Rookh.    Her first voyage from Cowes was to Belfast Lough where she arrived on October 16th, 1870, and was much admired.    Prof. Thomson, David T. King, and some of the young Botbomleys were taken for a cruise to Scotland; and plans won) made for a longer cruise in the following year.    The next year Sir William Thomson took a party including Professor HolmhoUjs for a cruise, and a visit was made to Prof, and Mrs Blackburn at their beautiful home on the West  coast of Scotland.    The. following extracts from letters from James Thomson to his wife give an idea of life on board the Lalla Rookh in the holidays.    In Mrs Blackburn's cabinet of drawings there is a sketch of tho group watching the flight of sea-birds, drawn in her own inimitable N Ivy In.
"(Loon AILOB.T), Bt/i Sept. 1871, ovi? ROHICVMN,
Friday morning.    On board L. R.
...We had a delightful sail with a pleasant breeze, and Atlantic waves moderated by shelter from Hebrides, and. Coll and Tiree. Then coming up into Loch Ailort (on south Hides of which Boshven Mountain and Boshven House, both belonging to Prof. Blackburn, are) we had shelter against waves from tho Islands of Eigg, Muck, and Bum. Then we camo farther up tho Lough inside of Goat Island, and anchored in shallow water in front of Boshven house. We went ashore and saw Prof, arid Mrs B. and their 3 sons and 1 daughter, also Mr Ferguson* Lecturer or Demonstrator of Chemistry in Glasgow College, under Prof. Anderson who is unwell for some years and has boon mostly unable for. duty. Also John Thomson f.
* [Now Professor of Chemistry, University of Glasgow.]
t [John Millar Thomson, now Professor of Chemistry, King's College, London.]